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All About Shiplap
By Sue Warden
So what is shiplap?  We know applying 
shiplap to various interior décor projects is 
popular – we see it in all the home décor 
publications and TV shows, so I thought 
it would be a great subject to talk about, 
especially entering into a new year when 
we find ourselves still at home and possibly looking for a project.

You may be interested to know shiplap was originally used in the 
maritime industry and was popular due to a special joint called 
a rabbet notch which pulled two planks together. This joint, on 
opposing boards when overlapped was watertight enough to be 
used in the construction of ship hulls, so a more tightly sealed 
version of clapboard.  It was never a decorative element and was 
not originally designed to be exposed or showcased, but like many 
decorating details, has become extremely popular in the creation 
of a rustic interior design, or even a more modern farmhouse look.
The best news is this is an inexpensive way to add interest to a 
room. If you have shiplap cut from an inexpensive wood such as 
pine, you can cover a 10’ x 10’ space for around or under $200.00.  
If you know what you are doing, it can be installed without a great 
deal of effort.  You can finish it by staining or painting it any colour 
you wish, although the most popular finish is white paint.
There are some cons to shiplap – it’s a bit of a dust magnet.  
Dust settles in the grooves and can start to make the treatment 
look dirty.  However, if you take a bit of time to dust the grooves 
and gaps regularly, this can be avoided.  I also find liquid air 
works wonders to keep those areas dust free and clean.  Liquid 
air is the product generally used to clean keyboards.  It has a 
fine nozzle so small spaces that tend to be dust traps are easily 
reached with a burst of air.
Installed in bathrooms, shiplap can tend to warp or rot if not 
installed properly so be sure to do your homework before 
installing it in spaces where moisture can seep in.  Shiplap 
doesn’t work for every space – it is a rustic look, so be sure to 
consult a professional for design advice before moving forward.
Fireplaces
Shiplap treatments look amazing when used around fireplaces.  
If you have a brick or stone fireplace that is a bit tired looking 
and needs some help, paneling with shiplap will immediately 
freshen the look and add a warm and cozy appeal.  Always 
follow proper safety regulations when installing any kind of 
wood treatment around a heat source.

Headboards
If you love the look, but don’t want to take on a full wall, doing a partial 
wall or a particular project like a headboard is a great way to get a feel 
for the treatment, while at the same time keeping cost and time to a 
minimum. A headboard created with shiplap is an immediate focal 
point in a room.  It is also a fabulous way to cover old uneven walls. 
Kitchens
A farmhouse kitchen, be it rustic or modern, is a classic example for 
the use of shiplap, creating a charming warm and cozy environment.  
You may want to leave room for tile backsplashes when doing 
a kitchen to protect walls from water. Shiplap looks wonderful 
combined with granite, quartz and other natural stone finishes.  
Staircases
Design trends are now leaning towards focusing on staircases.  
Often overlooked, staircases are one of the first things you see 
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decorator. Currently, Sue is re-launching her home décor 
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when entering a home, along with entrances so 
installing shiplap siding in your stairwell provides a 
beautiful design element.  White painted shiplap opens 
a space up, while staining or painting shiplap a deeper 
tone creates warmth.
In summary, shiplap can be used in so many ways, be 
it a small space that just needs a little updating, feature 
walls, half walls, to full rooms including ceilings.  It 
can create a very rustic farmhouse look, or a modern 
transitional finish and has an ageless appeal.
Be sure to consult with an interior designer or decorator 
before starting a large project.  If you are lucky enough to 
have someone handy in your household that can install 
shiplap, all the better. vIf not, having an experienced 
person involved is worth it!  Have fun and enjoy. 




